Butte County In-Home Supportive Services Advisory Committee

Minutes of June 23, 2003

Chico Butte Community Employment Center

Dogwood Room

Members Present:  David Brown, Jay Harris, Diane Cooper, Mark Gordon, Patty Smith, Doris Laughlin, Howard Gregg

Public Attendees: Carol Jean Donavan

Staff: Jodi Beller, Jillian Strawn, Brian Frink

CALL TO ORDER:

David Brown called the meeting to order.

MINUTES:

On a motion by Howard Gregg and a second by Patty Smith, the minutes of April 24, 2003 were approved as submitted.

APRIL WORKSHOP

David Brown discussed the Committee’s April workshop.  Howard Gregg mentioned that he appreciated the guest speakers.  David Brown made comments regarding the implementation status of Butte County’s Public Authority compared to a neighboring county.  
REGISTRY UPDATE

Brian Frink gave a status report on the provider Registry.  The Public Authority assumed responsibility for Registry activity on May 1st.  Brian provided background information regarding the transition process including the new Registry software, development of forms, coordination with Department of Employment and Social Services staff and provider recruitment.

Patty Smith discussed a letter that has been sent from the Department of Employment and Social Services to providers regarding daily limits on provider hours.  The letter stated that providers were limited to 12 hours of work per day if they were not living at the consumer’s home and a limit of 16 hours a day for providers who were living with the consumer.  Patty gave background information regarding the need to establish guidelines in this area.
PROVIDER ORIENTATION OVERVIEW:
Jodi Beller gave an overview the PowerPoint presentation that is utilized in provider orientation sessions.  The PowerPoint highlights the procedures contained in the Provider Handbook, and emphasizes the importance of various procedures.  Jillian Strawn described the timekeeping and payroll training the providers are given at the orientation.  Jodi and Jillian discussed the structure of the group orientations that include a training video and one-on-one interviews with Registry staff.  At the end of the orientation the participants are given a written review as a check to see that they understood the information provided.  A survey is also completed to provide feedback to the staff on how the providers rated the orientation’s content and structure.
WEBSITE:

Brian Frink said the Butte County IHSS Public Authority website is launched and can be seen on the Internet at www.bcihsspa.org.  The website contains general information about the Public Authority, the Advisory Committee, the Governing Board, Registry information, and links to other resources.  The Advisory Committee section has pictures of the Advisory Committee members and has minutes from past meetings.

NEWSLETTER:

Howard Gregg had mentioned it would be a good idea for the Public Authority to have a newsletter.  From that suggestion, Brian distributed a draft of the first issue that would be distributed in July.  The newsletter contains general information about the Public Authority including the website, contact information and registry information.  The newsletter gives thanks to the Advisory Committee and others who worked hard on the Public Authority’s implementation plan.  The newsletter will be sent to all providers, the Advisory Committee, the Board of Supervisors and many others.  The frequency of the newsletter will depend on the availability of staff time.  Feedback on the newsletter is encouraged.
OTHER MATTERS:

Oroville Adult Day Health Care Center – Diane Cooper announced that grant funding has been procured to allow for the opening of the Oroville Adult Day Health Care Center at the Southside Oroville Community Center in Fall of this year.  Diane described the funding sources and the need for outreach and referral for the both the new Oroville site as well as the Peg Taylor Center in Chico.
Meeting Schedule – Due to the implementation of status of the Public Authority the Advisory Committee discussed the consideration of meeting less often, such as quarterly.  It was decided that there would not be a meeting in July and David Brown said that the issue will be discussed at our August meeting scheduled for Monday the 25th.
ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business before the Committee, the meeting was adjourned.
