Butte County In-Home Supportive Services Advisory Committee
Minutes of January 23, 2006

2491 Carmichael Drive

Suite 300

Members Present: Chairman, David Brown, Dan Grover, Rosie Grinnell, Mark Gordon, Patty Smith, Doris Laughlin, Sarah Okumbe
Staff:
Brian Frink

            Angie Rioux

Community Member: Evan LeVang

CALL TO ORDER:

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson David Brown at approximately 10:05 a.m. and introductions were made. Angie Rioux was introduced as the new Registry Services Specialist Aide for the Public Authority, as of August 1, 2005.
MINUTES:

On a motion by David Brown and a second by Rosie Grinnell, the Minutes of the December meeting were approved as submitted.

STATE BUDGET:

Brian Frink reports that the new state budget poses no significant changes for the IHSS program. The budget allows for 24,000 new cases, equating to 6.4% increase built in. The program is roughly $4 billion dollars annually. The governor has proposes an increase in the State minimum wage. The proposal increases minimum wage to $7.25, then to $7.75 in July 2007. 
CICA:

The Advisory Council has been asked to join California I.H.S.S. Consumer Alliance (CICA). Brian provided information and recommended that the Council table the decision until after the Spring Conference. This will allow the Council to be informed regarding the relationship between this advocacy group and C.A.P.A, to learn what other Public Authorities have experienced, and to fully analyze the cost/benefit. David Brown concurred with the recommendation and on his motion, with a second by Sarah Okumbe, the council will table this agenda item until the April meeting.

CICA Spring Conference:

Brian Frink distributed registration applications for the CICA Spring conference to be held Monday and Tuesday, March 20-21, 2006 at the Sacramento Convention Center. This conference is open to current Public Authority and Advisory Committee/Board members, Public Authority Directors, and management staff. The County will pay for registration fees and other costs associated with the conference for any member who would like to attend. Carpooling will be available as needed. 

PUBLIC AUTHORITY REGISTRY:

Orientation continues to be successful and consistent. The Public Authority is currently considering changing the software that office uses to document. There are two basic software programs that are uses by Public Authorities in maintaining a provider registry: HOMCare, our current software contract, and Caretracker. Specialist Kara Reece and Lori Eckman are visiting other counties who are using Caretracker software in order to determine there level of satisfaction, to analyze the cost, and to discuss their experience with the customer service department of the company. Technical problems, program efficiency and customer service are issues with the current HOMCare software.
CONTRACT MODE:

The current contract for services, held by Addus Health Care, Inc. is ending. A new bid package has been distributed. The new invitation for bid is for 192,000 hours of services for 2 years with an option to extend for one year. The deadline for the bid is March 8, 2006. Submissions will be reviewed on March 9, 2006. Brian requests representation by Advisory Council members on this date. Mark and David agreed that they could possibly attend. 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP:

With three of the current members' terms expiring last December, Brian went to the Board of Supervisors to renew their membership for three years. The item was approved. The reappointed members are David Brown, Diane Cooper and Rosie Grinnell. There is now currently one vacancy to this committee.

IHSS QUALITY ASSURANCE:

Patty Smith discussed the Quality Assurance with the Council.  In Butte County, the program is staffed with two full time social workers and a supervisor. Patty explained the ongoing implementation efforts by the State and last issue to be addressed before regulations are written are the uniform assessment procedures to assess time for activities of daily living.  This remains a controversial topic.
UNION UPDATE

David Brown requests a union update. Brian Frink briefed the Council regarding the union activities. Negotiations were held on Wednesday, January 18 with no new negotiation date scheduled.  The County is now meeting with representatives of the California United Homecare Workers Union.
ANNOUNCEMENTS: None.

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Evan LeVang of Independent Living Services was introduced to the council by Brian Evan spoke to the council about a Quality Assurance Committee who are concerned with the fair and equitable treatment of providers and recipients. He is concerned that if the goal of the State's Quality Assurance Program is to reduce hours, this will be at the expense of the consumers and providers. He advocates for uniform assessment tools and quality assurance instead of cost containment.  General discussion followed. 
ADJOURNMENT:

The meeting was adjourned at 11:37 a.m. The next meeting will be April 24, 2006, 10:00 a.m. at 2491 Carmichael Drive, Suite 300 in Chico

